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Aims of history at The Holt
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:
· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
· [bookmark: _2et92p0]gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

At The Holt Primary School we want history to inspire pupils to learn about the world they live in and gain a deep understanding of how history has shaped our society today. We want our curriculum to equip our pupils with the skills and processes necessary to find out more about the recent and distant past which is relevant to them. Developing child led enquiries encourages children to be active leaners by raising their own questions. Children will be immersed in a broad and rich curriculum which will provide them with facts, dates and accounts of the past from primary and secondary sources. To deepen their experience pupils will be provided with artefacts, photographs, oral and written sources. Over their school experience, children will be taught to link historical knowledge with historical processes and explore events with curiosity, build on arguments, weigh evidence and formulate their own ideas. 
This development will be built up throughout their time at The Holt, ensuring that disciplinary knowledge (historical skills) are taught alongside substantive knowledge (new historical knowledge). At The Holt, we are working to ensure conceptual threads are woven into the curriculum, they are revisited, they build the bigger picture in terms of change over time within society and development of knowledge. We want children to recognise causes and consequences of actions and developments over time. Children will revisit previous knowledge, to make room for new knowledge and build upon the knowledge by remembering more and knowing more. We want children to make sense of new learning chronologically and where it fits in the bigger picture, not necessarily by teaching the curriculum in chronological order. Creating timelines in all classrooms, particularly in KS2 will be central to the children's experience in order to: understand when historical events occurred, be able to compare significant events and eras and be able to have a bigger sense of understanding of world history such as learning about the first civilisations. These will be an intrinsic part of each topic as they will support children to create links and deepen their understanding of what went before and after.
With our youngest pupils, we will begin with their own history and a simple understanding of past and present, now and then. We will build on this with themes that are familiar to the children, such as toys in EYFS and even when the events of figures may not be familiar, the learning will sit in a familiar theme, such as comparing nurses and hospitals now or houses during the GFOL. Children will also understand some of the different ways the past is represented. 
In KS2, we use in depth studies pf periods of time to teach key historical skills and general knowledge. They will develop an understanding of our knowledge of the past an how it is constructed from a range of sources. We try to link learning with our locality of Lincoln and the pupils are engaged and enthusiastic to learn because they can relate their learning to their city of Lincoln. Broader connections will be made in learning as studies move from local to national and global themes but connections will always be made back to previous learning such as considering what they know about British history in the same time period.     















Key Curriculum Principles
1. The Bigger Picture: Progression of knowledge should be clear
The knowledge that children will learn through each history unit is clear and develops their understanding of key dates, major world events and the effects these had in the cultural and technological advancement of nations. Creating and using timelines will be central to children’s experience in understanding chronology and world events; these will also form an intrinsic part of each unit of work. 
2. Enrichment: ‘Children will be provided with the knowledge of the past through a curriculum which takes them beyond their own experience’ (Young and Muller, 2015)
Pupils will develop the skills and processes necessary to find out more about the recent and distant past of their families, the country they live in and the world they inhabit.  Children will be equipped with a broad and rich curriculum which will provide them with facts, dates and accounts of the past from primary and secondary sources.
3. Deliberate Practice:  Pupils will be taught to look at and use reliable primary and secondary sources.  They will begin to evaluate answers by thinking.
· Have I got all the evidence I need?
· Is it a reliable source?
· Is there any bias to it?

4. Oracy: Knowledge organisers will support children in learning to use specific language related to the period of history they are studying.  Being able to use this vocabulary will help them explain their ideas, engage in debate, formulate their own ideas and be able to express a viewpoint.

[bookmark: _30j0zll]










Curriculum map
When planning our History curriculum, we made a number of principle decisions of which are listed below:
· We have tried to teach topics in chronological order where possible in order to help pupils secure their understanding of Chronology.
· Individual year group knowledge and skills expectations have been devised that show progression form EYFS to Year 6 through a number of strands (Chronology, interpreting history, similarity and difference, continuity and change, significance of events and people, vocabulary, experience of people in the past and general knowledge). Teachers are expected to use these to pitch the intended learning to high expectations. 
· For History, we have tried to find cross curricular links with core and non-core subjects which we believe will enthuse pupils through a project style approach. Other subjects, need to be taught discretely however where opportunities arise, they will be related to the History topic.   

See over for whole school curriculum map – see 3I’s document for more detail. Big ideas are labelled in blue. Chronology and historical terms are assumed in all topics. 

























	
	TERM 1
	TERM 3
	TERM 3


	RECEPTION
	
	TOYS PAST AND PRESENT 
Continuity and change – toys
Similarities and differences
	

	YEAR 1
	REMEMBRANCE & RAF SKELLINGTHORPE
Cause and consequence
(Development of knowledge) 
Significance
	FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE & 
EDITH CAVELL
Continuity and change - hospitals
Cause and consequence
(Development of knowledge)
Similarities and differences
Significance
	MOON ZOOM – FIRST MOON LANDING
Cause and consequence
Significance


	YEAR 2
	GREAT FIRE OF LONDON – Cause and consequence
Interpretation
Significance
Continuity and change – houses
Similarities and differences

	

	

	YEAR 3
	CYLCE A VICIOUS VIKINGS
VIKING & ANGLO SAXON 
Cause and consequence
Empire 
Trade
Migration
Significance
Interpretaion

CYCLE B ROTTEN ROMANS 
THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS IMPACT ON BRITAIN INCLUDING BOUDICA
Cause and consequence
Empire
Significance
Interpretaion

	CYCLE A STIG OF THE DUMP
STONE AGE TO BRONZE AGE
Significance
Cause and consequence

	CYCLE B WALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN 
ANCIENT EGYPT & EARLY CIVILIZATIONS 
Cause and consequence
Empire
Interpretaion
Significance

	YEAR 4
	
	
	

	YEAR 5
	CYCLE B  - WORLD WAR II
Interpretation of sources
Significance
Cause and consequence
Continuity and change - lifestyle
Empire
Similarities and differences

	CYCLE B - THE MAYAN
Cause and consequence

	CYLCE A - ANCIENT GREEKS
Cause and consequence
Empire
Continuity and change
Significance
Similarities and differences Interpretaion


	YEAR 6
	
	
	







EYFS
In our Reception class, children will be introduced to History through understanding the world around them. We understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active. We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustains periods.
The EYFS framework is structured differently to the national curriculum. It is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas.
The most relevant statements are taken from the Understanding the world area of learning.
	Development matters 2020 statements
(Children in Reception) 
	* Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
* Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 


	Past and Present  ELG
	* Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
* Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.





















Strand Development at The Holt

	

	History Knowledge and Skills Progression @ The Holt

	
	
EYFS
	
Year 1
	
Year 2
	
Year 3
	
Year 4
	
Year 5
	
Year 6

	Chronology
	Say which came first from a
	Place familiar objects in order 
	Construct a timeline showing
	Place events and people on a timeline using key dates and
	Create a timeline showing change and continuity over a period
	Create a detailed timeline putting key events in order.
	Create two parallel timelines to compare

	
	small set of
	of age.
	events from our
	terms.
	studied.
	
	two periods in

	
	pictures
	
	own life using key
	Use dates in communicating my
	Use dates and terms.
	
	history.

	
	
	
	words and phrases.
	knowledge.
	
	
	

	
	
	Construct a timeline showing
	From a period in
	
	
	
	

	
	
	events from our
	the past, place
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Period of study using key
	objects and events
	
	
	
	

	
	
	words and phrases.
	in order.
	
	
	
	

	Interpreting evidence
	How can we find out about the past? E.g. ‘What did I look like when I was a baby?’
Use oral stories, story books and photos of their
life to explore this.
	Draw and describe an artefact from an earlier time period.

Ask historical questions about an artefact.
	Ask historical questions about an artefact including photographs and begin to formulate answers
	Use a wide range of evidence including primary and secondary sources.
Understand the role of archaeology in finding out about the past.
	Understand and compare the reliability of a range of evidence. Select evidence to answer a question.
Understand the reasons for different interpretations of evidence.
	Justify my choice of evidence based on reliability and usefulness.
Explain why a piece of evidence may be biased.
	Form a hypothesis. Test a hypothesis. Use literacy skills to communicate historical knowledge.

Application.

	Similarity
	Talk about what
	List and describe
	Identify the
	Compare different aspects of
	Compare different aspects of history including rulers, monarchs, everyday life, homes, work, technology, innovation, leadership, significant events, historical features of a time period, invasion by a leader or army etc. 
	Compare different aspects of history including rulers, monarchs, everyday life, homes, work, technology, innovation, leadership, significant events, historical features of a time period, invasion by a leader or army etc.
	Compare different aspects of history including rulers, monarchs, everyday life, homes, work, technology, innovation, leadership, significant events, historical features of a time period, invasion by a leader or army etc.







	and difference
	is the same and
what is different
	simple ways the
past is different
to the present
	differences and
similarities between present
	everyday life over different
periods studied.
	
	
	

	
	between
	including their
	and past. (Link to houses)
	
	
	
	

	
	familiar things
	own lives: (hospitals,
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e.g. 
	clothes etc)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	toys etc. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuity
	
	
	
	Identify a change in the period
	Describe a change and a
	Describe and explain a change
	Explain change and

	and change
	
	
	
	studied.
Identify what stayed the same
	continuity in the period studied.
	over time and a continuity over
time, giving reasons for this.
	continuity in the
everyday life of

	
	
	
	
	within the period studied.
	
	
	people in a period

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	studied.

	Significance of events and people
	Identify and explain the important people in my life.
I can say who is older / younger.
	Identify and talk about important people beyond living memory: Florence Nightingale
Edith Cavell


Identify and talk about important events within living memory: The Moon Landing.


	Explain why we remember certain people and events from beyond living memory: Samuel Peyps GFOL
	Roman Empire and its Impact on Britain.
Stone to Iron Age Britain. Ancient Egypt
Vikings
	Roman Empire and its Impact on Britain.
Stone to Iron Age Britain. Ancient Egypt
Vikings

	Local History Study (History of RAF Skellingthorpe)
Mayan Civilisation
Ancient Greece
	Local History Study (History of RAF Skellingthorpe)
Mayan Civilisation
Ancient Greece



	Cause and consequence
	
	Recognise why FN/EC did the things they did

Recognise what happened as a result of their actions

	Recognise why the GFOL happened and changes resulting from it - houses
	Identify and give reasons for historical events, situations and changes

Identify some of the results from these events, situations or changes
	Identify and give reasons for historical events, situations and changes

Identify some of the results from these events, situations or changes
	Begin to offer explanations about why people in the past acted as they did. 

Draw out conclusions based on different sources.
	Begin to offer explanations about why people in the past acted as they did. 

Draw out conclusions based on different sources.


	Experience of people in the past (KS2 topics) 

To understand the key experiences of men, women and children in all periods of study
	Key features of past societies

	
	Stone Age to Iron Age
· Link to local history if appropriate
· Where people originated from
· Change from hunter-gatherers to farmers
· Houses and communities
· Isolated communities living a nomadic existence changed to settling.
· Metal was discovered – led to developments in technology.
· Importance of archaeology
· Compare to Ancient Egypt and other civilizations from same time period.
Belief systems in place – burials and ceremony

Ancient civilization - Ancient Egypt
· Where and when it happened
· Structure of power and society
– kingdom, cities, settlements
· Themes – everyday experience
· Legacy of the civilizations

Roman invasion of Britain
· Brief summary of what the Roman Empire was and how it extended to Britain and Lincoln.
· Why they invaded
· Why Hadrian’s Wall was built
· Why they left
· Legacy - The impact the Romans had on Britain
Link to local study if appropriate.

Ancient Greece
· Where and when
· Democracy
· City states and power struggles
· Inventions
· Philosophy
· Architecture
· Art and culture
· Legacy of the Ancient Greeks on our lives today.
	Anglo Saxons and Viking
· Where did they originate from?
· Why did they come to Britain?
· Sutton Hoo burial
· Legacy of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings
· Kingdoms
· Alfred the Great
· Christianity and Paganism
· Dispel the myth of helmets
· Integration of Anglo Saxons and Vikings
· End of Viking Era

Local History Study (RAF)
· Why was Skellingthorpe’s RAF role important in WW2?
· Why were the RAF bases important around us? (IE. Scampton) 
· What propaganda came from the Dambusters Raid?
· Why was Lincolnshire the Bomber County?
· What Primary and secondary evidence is available to us?
	Mayan Civilisation
· Where and when
· Key features of the society
· Legacy
· Compare with another society previously studied in KS2




.
Using maps
Map knowledge










	






Knowledge organisers

As well as historical enquiry and investigative learning, we also have a focus on pre-agreed knowledge and vocabulary through our knowledge organisers. These help to build on long term memory for our pupils and are shared at the start of a unit. The vocabulary is progressive for each topic and children’s knowledge of content is built up over time.  












































History and other subjects

History makes a significant contribution to the teaching of Literacy in our school because
it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We focus on the
key vocabulary of the subject and use knowledge organisers to support our writing.
Children are provided with opportunities to write at length in history with the aim of
showing consistency in writing across all subjects.
Links are made with reading and texts are chosen to inform the historical aspect of the topic. In KS2, pupils are encouraged to investigate their enquiry questions and produce a lively debate or conclusion using well researched evidence from different sources.  

Traditionally history has been linked with geography and this makes sense as all history is concerned with the place as well as the time. Maps, plans and patterns of human settlement are an intrinsic part of history. 

History units combine with art, design and technology, RE, music, ICT, drama and numeracy and science to some extent. Where possible, these links will be made for our teaching of history at the Holt. 


Books linked to each topic

We value the intrinsic link between history and literacy. Please see individual knowledge organisers for linked texts used in the topic and recommend reads for pupils. 
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