
Historical Enquiry Questions: 

Why did Britain have to go to 
war in 1939? 

Germany represented a direct threat to British 
security and the security of its empire. 
Accepting German domination of Europe had 
grave implications for British status and 
survival. Britain went to war in 1939 to defend 
the balance of power in Europe and safeguard 
Britain's position in the world. 

Why was it necessary for 
children to be evacuated? 

Fear that German bombing would cause civilian 
deaths prompted the government to evacuate 
children and mothers with infants from British 
towns and cities during the Second World War. 

What was VE Day really like? The VE Day celebrations continued well into 
the night. The largest crowds in Britain were in 
the capital, but people all around the country 
took part in the parties, singing and dancing. 
Many bonfires and fireworks were lit to mark 
the occasion. 

 

Vocabulary and Background Knowledge 
Allies Countries which fought on the British side (including: USA, Great 

Britain, France, Russia (1941-1945)) 
Axis Powers The Axis Powers were originally Germany, Japan and Italy. Other 

countries joined them later. 
Rationing The controlled distribution of scarce resources (mainly food & 

clothing) 
Evacuees Someone who was evacuated, moved from a danger area to a safer 

place (normally from the cities to rural areas) 
Propaganda Information designed to promote a political idea or opinion. 
Black Out System of ensuring no lights were visible after dark so that buildings 

could not be spotted by enemy planes 
Air Raid Shelter A building to protect people from bombs dropped by planes Anderson 

Shelter: Made of corrugated iron. Usually at the end of the garden 
Morrison Shelter: Metal cage used inside the house. Could double as a 
kitchen table 

Enigma A machine used by the Nazis to send coded messages 
Trenches A long, narrow ditch used for troops to shelter from enemy fire or 

attack 
 

Year 6 Ideas Organiser: Through the Eyes of War (History Focus) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reads: 

Key Timeline of Events: 



 

 


